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Overview of important figures

Applications in total  
and change in %

58,656
+ 2.5%

Online

90.4%

including  
applications from 

abroad

20,187
+ 0.9%

increasing

decreasing

Applications  
by German Länder

Mecklenburg- 
Western Pomerania

122

Schleswig- 
Holstein

383
Hamburg

401
Bremen 

109
Berlin

476
Brandenburg

195

Lower Saxony

2,825
Saxony- 
Anhalt
140

Saxony

544

North Rhine-Westphalia

5,527
Thuringia

502
Hesse

1,089
Rhineland- 
Palatinate

605
Saarland

98

Baden- 
Württemberg

14,648

Bavaria

10,805
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TOP 5  Fields of technology 1

1 According to WIPO IPC concordance table, available at: www.wipo.int/ipstats/en/index.html#resources.

10,618

8,056

4,437

3,359

3,325

Patent applications in 2023
Applications at the DPMA and PCT applications that have entered the national phase

+ 2.5 %

+ 9.9 %

+ 3.4 %

- 6.8 %

- 4.6 %

Change compared to 2022

No. 1  Electrical machinery,  
apparatus, energy

No. 32  Transport

No. 10  Measurement

No. 31  Mechanical elements

No. 6  Computer technology

TOP 3  Applicants 1

Robert Bosch 
GmbH

Bayerische  
Motoren Werke 

AG

Mercedes-Benz 
Group AG
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4,160

2,046 1,963

1 Without taking into account any business intra-group afiliations.
INFO  Patents in force at the DPMA

INFO  Examination procedures

∙
∙
∙

42,634  (- 6.3%)
examination procedures concluded

22,363  (- 5.2%)
grants published

8,878  (- 4.5%)
rejections

11,393  (- 9.7%)
procedures otherwise concluded

14,798  (- 0.1%)
searches conducted

148,359
Patents


